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American Taxation Bills 


MR. SPEAKE By | 


IE Buſineſs now 80 the Houſe, . America, is of as great Importance 
a as was ever debated in Parliament. It comprehends almoſt every Queſtion rela- 
tive to the common Rights of Mankind, almoſt every Queſtion of Policy and Legiſla- 


tion. I do not mean to enter into fo vaſt, ſo well trodden a Field. I will confige my- 
ſelf to the Buſineſs before us. The Addreſs now reported from the Committee of the 


whole Houſe, appears to me unfounded, raſh, and fanguinary, and moſt unjuſtly to 


draw the Sword againſt America; but before Adminiſtration are ſuffered to plunge 


this Nation into the Horrors of a Civil War; before they are permitted to force 
Engliſhmen to ſheathe their Swords in the Bowels of their Fellow Subjects, 1 hope this 
Houſe will ſeriouſly weigh the original Ground and Cauſe of this unhappy Diſpute, 
and in Time reflect whether Juſtice is on our Side. The aſſumed Right of Taxation, 
without the Conſent - of the Subject, is plainly the primary Cauſe of the preſent 


Vs Lab. wares "T's ] 


re. Americans? That is the Quetlion. 


The fundamental Laws of human Nature, and the Principles of the Engliſh Con- 


ſtitution, are equally. repugnant to the Claim. The very Idea of Property-excludes the 


Right of another's taking any Thing from me without my Conſent, otherwiſe I cannot 
call it my own. What Property have 1 in what another Perſon can ſeize at his Plea- 
ſure ? If we can tax the Americans without their Conſent, they have .no Property, 

nothing which they can call their own:; we might take their ALL. The Words, 

„LIBERTY any PROPERTY,” fo dear to an Engliſhman, fo pleafing in our 
Fars, would become Mockery and Inſult ro an American, The Laws of Society are 
profeſſedly calculated to ſecure the property of each Individual, of every Subject of the 
State. The great Principles of the Conſtitution under which we live, likewiſe clearly 
determine this Point. All Subſidies to the Crown are Grants from the Commons, 
free Gifts from the People. Their full Conſent is always expreſſed in the Grant. 
Much has been ſaid of the Palatinate of Cheſter, and the Principality of Wales, and 
the Period of their Taxation; but, Sir, there is a more remarkable Caſe in Point, 
which alone would-determine the Queſtion. If Gentlemen will ſearch the Records in 
the Tower, they will find that the Town of Calais, in France, when it belonged to the 
Imperial Crown of theſe Realms, was not taxed till it ſent Repreientarives to Patient. 
Two Burgeſſes from Calais actually fat and voted in this Houſe. - Fhen, and not till 


then, was Calais taxed. The Writ out of Chancery, and the Return to it, in the Reign 


of Edward VI. with the Names of the Burgeſſes, are {till extant. I faithfully oe chem 
to the Public from atteſted 8 HARVARD COLLEGE Usa“ | 
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But, Sir, it will be ſaid, is antics then to enjoy de Protection of Great Britain, 
and to contribute nothing towards the Support of that very State, which has fo long 
given it Protection and Security, which has nurſed it up to its preſent. Greatneſs ? 'The 
Americans themſelves have given the fulleſt Anſwer to this Objection in a Manner 
-not to be controverted, by their Conduct through a long Series of Years, and by the 


moſt explicit Declarations. Equally in Words and Actions, of the moſt unequivocal 


Nature, they have demonſtrated their Love, their Ardour, their firong filial Piety to- 
wards the Mother Country. They have always appeared ready not only to contri- 
bute towards the Expences of their own Government, but likewiſe to the Wants and 
*the Neceſſities of this State, altho' perhaps they may not be over-fond of all the 
proud, expenſive Trappings of Royalty. In the two laſt Wars they far exceeded the 
cold Line of Prudence. With the moſt liberal Hearts they gave you almoſt their 
All, and they fought gallantly by your Side with equal Valour againft our and their 
Enemy, againſt the common Enemy of Mankind, the ambitious and faithleſs French, 
whom we now fear and flatter. Our Journals, Sir, will bear Witneſs to the grateful 
Senſe we had of the important Services of the Americans, and the great Sums we 
voted to he repaid them fot what they expended in the ſpirited Expeditions, which 
they carried through with equal Courage and Conduct, - ſometimes without the leaſt 
Knowledge or Participation on our Part, will demonſtrate the warm Affection of 


their Hearts to this Countty. But, Sir, the whole was the Gift of Freemen, of 
end | +01 
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free as ourſelves. What is their Language now, when you are planning their De- 
ſtruction, when you are declaring them Rebels? In the late Petition of the General 
Congreſs to the King, they declare © they are ready. and willing, as they ever have 


been, when conſtitutionally required, to demonſtrate their Loyalty to his Majeſty, 


by exerting their moſt ſtrenuous Efforts in granting Supplies and raiſing Forces.” This is the 
unanimous Refolution of a Congreſs compoſed of Deputies from the ſeveral Colonies 
of New Hampſhire, Maſſachuſets Bay, Rhode Iſland and Provideace Plantations, 
Connecticut, New-York, New-Jerſey, Pennſylvania, the Counties of New. Caſtle, Kent, 
and Suſſex on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, and the two Carolinas. I have heard, 
Sir, of a Plan of Accommodation, which I believe would reconcile all Differences. 
ut alas! Sir, it does not come from any Servant of the Crown; it comes from the 
Noble Lord, to whom this Country has the moſt eſſential Obligations, and is fo 
much indebted for its late Splendour and. Glory. It is to aſſemble another Conprefs 
in the Spring, the Parliament of Great Britain, and the Deputies of the ſeveral Colo- 
nies to meet together, and to be jointly empowered to regulate the various Quotas to 
be paid by each Province to the general Treaſury of the whole Empire. I would, in 
Addition to that Plan, propoſe, that a Regulation fimilar to what actually takes Place 
with reſpect to Scotland be adopted as to America. The Proportion of each Colony 
might be ſettled according to the Land Tax in England, at one, two, or more Shil+ 
lings in the Pound. I am not deep Politician enough to know what the Proportions 
ſhould be of each Province, and they will vary greatly. in half a Century, but I ſpeak of 
their Quota being always to be regulated according to the Land Tax of this Country. 
The very flouriſhing Colonies of the Maſſchuſet's Bay, Virginia and South Carolina 
for Inſtance, ſhould contribute more, the ſmaller and poorer Colonies of New Hamp- 
ſhire and New Jerſey leſs; but, Sir, I infſiſt not a ſingle Shilling can be taken without 
their Conſent ; and, after this Day's Debate, ſhould the Addreſs be carried, I greatly 


fear every Idea of a Reconciliation will be utterly impracticable. 


The Americans, Sir, have of late, both within Doors and without, been treated 
with the greateſt Injuſtice, and even a wanton Degree of Cruelty. An honourable 
Gentleman has juſt told us, that they complain of the Navigation Ac, and inſiſt on 
its Repeal, We have authentic Evidence to the contrary. In the Reſolutions of 
the Congreſs they repeatedly defire to be put only on the Footing they were at he 
"Cloſe of ihe late War, © as to the Syſtem of Statutes and Regulations;“ nor among 
the various Acts, of which they defire the Repeal, do they once mention either 


the Navigation, or the Declaratory Act. It is faid likewiſe, they wiſh to throw off 


the Supremacy of this Countty, Many expreſs Reſolutions, both of the General 
"Congreſs, and the Provincial Congrefles, are the fulleſt Evidence of the Senſe which 
the Americans entzrtain of their Obedience and Duty to this Country. They are too 
numerous to be quoted, Their full Claim, as ſtated by themſelves, is ſo well worded, 
1 beg to read it to the Houſe from their Petition to the King. We ofk but for Peace, 
Liberty, and Sa fety. Surely, Sir, no Requeſt was ever more reaſonable, no Claim bet- 
ter founded. Me zj/: not a Dimunition of the Prerogatzve, nor do we ſelicit a Grart of - 


Sr 


"ary nero v Right ; in our Favour. Your Royal Authority over us and our Connection with Great 
Britian, we ſhall always carefully and zealouſly endeavour to ſupport and maintain, while 


Adminiſtration are endeavouring to tear afunder thoſe Ties, which has ſo long and 
happily bound us together. 


The Addreſs, Sir, mentions the particular 8 of Maſtachuſet's 5 Bay as in 4 
State of actual Rebellion, and the other Provinces are conſidered as aiding and abetting 
them. Much has been ſaid by ſome learned Gentlemen to involve them in all the 
Conſequences of a declared Rebellion, and to encourage our Officers and Troops to act 
againſt them as againſt Rebels. Whether their preſent State is that of Rebellion, or of 
a fit and proper Reſiſtance to unlawful Acts of Power, to our Attempts to rob them of 
their Property and Liberties, as they i imagine, . I do not determine. This I know, a A | 
ſucceſsful Reſiſtance is a Revolution, not a Rebellion. Who can tell, Sir, whether 1 in 
Conſequence of this very Day's violent and mad Addreſs to his Majeſty, the Scabbard 
may not be thrown away by them as well as by us, and ſhould Succeſs attend them, 
whether, in a few Years, the Americans may not celebrate the glorious Era of the 
Revolution of 1775, as we do that of 1688, Succeſs crowned the generous. Efforts 
of our Forefathers for Freedom, elſe they had died on the Scaffold as Traitors and. 
Rebels, and the Period of our Hiſtory, which does us the moſt Honour, would 
have been deemed a Rebellion againſt lawful Authority, not a Reſiſtance authorized 
by. all the any of God and Man, not. the. ct of a ＋ ans 


| The Policy, Sir, of this Meaſure Lean no more ot «than I can acknow- 
ledge the Juſtice of it. Is your Force adequate to the Attempt? I am ſatisfied it 
is not. What are your Armies, and how are they to be recruited * Do you re- 
collect that the ſingle Province of the Maſſachuſet's Bay has. at this Moment above 
30,000 Men, well trained and diſciplined, and can bring near ,90,000 into the 
Field. They will do it, when they are fighting for their Liberties. You will not 
be able to conquer and keep even that ſingle Province. The noble Lord propoſes 
only 10,000 of our” Troops to be there, including the four Regiments now going 
from Ireland, and he acknowledges very truly, that the A cannot enforce the 
late Acts of. Parliament. Why then is it ſent ? Boſton indeed you may lay in. Aſhes, 
or it may be made a ſtrong Garriſon, but the. Province will be loſt to you. Boſton = 
will be. like Gibraltar. You will hold in the Province of Mafſachuſer's. Bay, as you 
do an Spain, a ſingle Town, the whole Country in the Power and Poſſeſſion of the 
Enemy. :Your Fleets and Armies. may keep a few Towns on the Coaſt, for ſome 
Time at leaſt, Boſton, New York, St. Auꝑuſtine. The vaſt Continent of America | 
will be loſt to you. A few Fortreſſes on the Coaſt and ſome Sea Ports only you will 
keep, all the back Settlements will. be independent of you, and will thrive in the ra- 
pid Progreffion of your: Violences and unjuſt Exactions on the Towns. The an- 
. cient Story of the Carthaginian Hide will be verified as to you. Where you tread, . 
will be kept down, but it will riſe the more in. all the other Parts. Where your Fleets 
and Armies are ſtationed, the Poſſeſſion will be your's, but all the reſt will be loſt. I 
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E 
fear from this Day in the great Scale of Empire you will decline, and the Americans 
will riſe to Independence, to Power, to all the Greatneſs of the moſt renowned States, 
for they build on the ſolid Baſis of Public Liberty. | | 

Rf 

Sir, this Addreſs is founded in Injuſtice and Cruelty:' It is equally contrary to the 
ſound Maxims of true Policy, and to the unerring Rule of natural Right. The Ame- 
ricans will defend their Property and their Liberties with the Spirit of Freemen, with 
the Spirit I hope we ſhould. They will ſooner. declare themſelves independent, and 
riſk every Conſequence of ſuch a Conteſt, than ſubmit to the Yoke, which Adminiſtra- 
tion is preparing for them. An Addreſs of ſo ſanguinary a Nature cannot fail of dri- 
ving them to Deſpair. T hey will ſee that you are preparing not only to draw the 
Sword, but to burn the Scabbard. You are declaring them Rebels. Every Idea of 
a Reconciliation will vaniſh. They will purſue the moſt vigorous Meaſures in their 
own Defence: The whole Continent will be diſmembered from Great Britain, and 
the wwide Arch of the raiſed Empire fall, But I hope the juſt Vengeance of the People 
will overtake the Authors of theſe pernicious Counſels, and the Loſs of the firſt Pro- 
vince to the Empire be ſpeedily followed by the Loſs of the Heads of thoſe Miniſters, 
who adviſed theſe wicked and fatal Meaſures. | 
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